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SUBJECT: ANANDA BAZAR FAMILY OF PUBLICATIONS CHOSES A 
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 

1 . AVIK SARKAR, 33, ELDEST SON OF PUBLISHER A.K. SARKAR, 

AND NOW THE DOMINANT FIGURE IN THE INFLUENTIAL PROPEROUS 
AND GROWING ANANDA BAZAR FAMILY OF ENGLISH AND VERNACULAR 
PUBLICATIONS (TOTAL CIRCULATION ABOUT 350,000 IN DAILIES 
AND 230,000 IN WEEKLIES), TOLD US THAT HE HAS FILLED 
A MAJOR GAP IN HIS ORGANIZATION BY HIRING A CORRESPONDENT 
ON U.S. AFFAIRS. AFTER NARROWING THE FIELD TO LEWIS 
SIMONS OF THE WASHINGTON POST, AND SIMON WINCHESTER, WHO 
UNTIL RECENTLY WAS THE NEW DELHI CORRESPONDENT OF THE 
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN, SARKAR SAID, HE HAD CHOSEN WINCHESTER 
TO BE THE WASHINGTON-BASED REPORTER FOR ALL THE PUBLICATIONS 
IN THE ANANDA GROUP. WE UNDERSTAND THAT WINCHESTER 
IS GOING TO WASHINGTON AS THE CORRESPONDENT OF 
THE DAILY MAIL OF LONDON, AND THAT HIS WORK FOR 
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ANANDA WILL BE SUBSTANTIAL, BUT NOT A FULL-TIME 
ASSIGNMENT. SARKAR SAID THAT HE WILL BE PAYING 
HIS U.S. CORRESPONDENT $1,200 A MONTH, AND WILL 
BE EXPECTING TO RECEIVE FAST-BREAKING HARD NEWS, 

AS WELL AS ANALYTICAL AND BACKGROUND PIECES, BOTH 
CNVERING THE FULL RANGE FROM POLITICS TO POPULAR 
PREOCCUPATIONS, " SUCH AS FARRAH FAWCETT-MAJORS '. 
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2. THIS IS A DEVELOPMENT OF SOME SIGNIFICANCE. THE 
57-YEARD DAILY ANANDA BAZAR PATRIKA IS THE MORE 
COHERENT AND PROFESSIONAL OF THIS CITY'S TWO 
LARGE-CIRCULATION BENGALI PAPERS. IT LAYS FAIR CLAIM 
TO BEING THE LARGEST-CIRCULATION VERNACULAR DAILY IN 
INDIA, AND IS WITHOUT QUESTION, THE SINGLE MOST 
WIDELY READ PAPER IN EASTERN INDIA. IT IS NOW THE 
CENTERPIECE OF A GROWING PUBLISHING ENTERPRISE THAT ALSO 
PUTS OUT THE MAJOR BENGALI LITERARY MAGAZINE (DESH), 

TWO ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILIES (BUSINESS STANDARD AND 
HINDUSTAN TIMES), A HINI WEEKLY (RAVIVAR), 

A POPULAR NEW ENGLISH WEEKLY NOW WITH A NATIONAL 
CIRCULATION OF 100,000 AND RISING, (SUNDAY), 

SPECIALIZED MAGAZINES (SPORTS, CHILDREN S AGRICULTURAL, 
FILM STARS). THE FILM WILL SOOM BE INAUGURATING A 
"SERIOUS' 1 PRESTIGE MAGAZINE IN THE VEIN OF 
FRANCE'S "REALITIES", WHICH WILL BE KNOWN AS 
"NEW DELHI ". UNDER AVIK SARKAR, THE ANANDA GROUP 
IS DRIVING HARD FOR A NATIONAL RATHER THAN A 
REGIONAL POSITION, AND FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
INFLUENCE AS WELL AS FINANCIAL SUCCESS. 

3. AVIK SARKAR STRIKES US AS AN INTENSE, POWER-ORIENTED, 
CAPABLE AND HIGHLY NATIONLIST INDIVIDUAL. THE LATTER 
QUALITY IN HIM ALMOST BORDERS AT TIMES ON HINDU 
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COMMUNAL OUTLOOK, AND XNEOPOBIA, BUT IT DOES NOT 

NECESSARILY PREVADE HIS PUBLICATIONS, SINCE ONE OF 

THE KEYS TO SARKAR S SUCCESS IS THE LONG REIN HE GIVES 

TO A LARGE TALENTED, AND BY INDIAN STANDARDS WELL-PAID, 

COLLECTION OF WRITERS. HE IS THROUGHLY MODERN 

AND COSMOPLITAN INDIVIDUAL IN STYLE 

AND TAKES A PARTICULAR INTREST IN THE UNITED 

STATES AND AMERICAN LIFE, WHICH HE CLEARLY REGARDS 

AS SETTING TRENDS WHICH HAVE GREAT INFLUENCE THROUGHOUT 

THE WORLD, INCLUDING IN INDIA. 

4. SARKAR WILL BE ATTENDING THE COMMONWEALTH PRESS UNION 
MEETING IN TORONTO SEPTEMBER 15-18, AND MAY BE IN 

THE U.S. FROM SEPTEMBER 22-30. SEPARATE TELEGRAM ON THIS 
SUBJECT FOLLOWS. 

5. BY WAY OF CONTEXT, THE OTHER REPORTERS FILING 
MORE OR LESS REGULAR TO CALCUTTA FROM THE U.S. 

ARE WARREN UNNA, FORMERLY OF THE WASHINGTON POST, 

WHO WRITES FOR THE ELITE, BUT SIZEABLE CIRCULATION 
"STATESMAN” (ENGLISH LANGUAGE, PUBLISHED IN NEW DELHI 
AS WELL AS CALCUTTA), AND J.K. BANERJEE, WHO PROVIDES 
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GENERALLY HOSTILE AND LOW-GRADE MATERIAL TO THE 
SOMEWHAT HELTER-SKELTER AMRITA PAPERS. (BANERJEE WAS 
DROPPED EARLIER AS AN ANNANDA CONTRIBUTOR ON THE PERSONAL 
DECISION OF SARKAR FOR "FILING EDITORIALS INSTEAD OF COPY"). 

6. USICA CALCUTTA HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS MESSAGE 
AND CLEARED IT. 

PERKINS 
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